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Newble receives
8-year sentence

Hollowell fires back
against claims
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UPI

Faculty
to review
contract
By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

Eastern’s faculty will have the chance
to review a possible four-year contract,
which could change how they are paid
for summer classes, a pay raise and several other terms.
The contract was recently given to
the faculty members of the University Professionals of Illinois Local 4100
to look over. The terms were negotiated between representatives of UPI and
Eastern’s administration.
Grant Sterling, lead negotiator for
UPI, said most of the feedback he has
received from faculty members has been
positive and most of the questions he
has received has been regarded pay for
summer classes.

MARCUS SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Drum majors practice steps for leading a band Monday morning in the practice field east of O'Brien Field. Nearly 200 Junior high and
high school students from across the United States will be on campus until July 21, when they will perform a concert at 1 p.m. in the
Dvorak Concert Hall. The concert will be free and open to the public.

Music camp to enliven Eastern
Students from
across nation
to participate
By John Downen
Opinions Editor

For the next week, Eastern will
play host to musicians from all
over the United States.
The Eastern Music Camp
started Sunday, and its appeal has
brought students from across the
nation to Eastern’s campus.
Danelle Larson, director of the
Eastern Music Camp, said middle school and high school students from as far as Texas have
flocked to Charleston for the
camp.

“We have kids from all over
the place,” she said. “This year,
we have one student from Texas
as well as some from Indiana and
Missouri.”
The camp offers seminars in
concert band, jazz band, choir,
strings and piano.
Larson, who is in her second
year as the camp’s director, said
about 200 students have enrolled
in the program.
“The camp is open to students
from sixth grade to those who
just graduated high school,” Larson said.
“We offer campers classes and
rehearsals from Monday to Friday, and then Saturday is ‘concert day,’” she said.
A typical day for the campers starts with breakfast at Taylor

Dining Hall, and includes two
class sessions, three rehearsals
and free time for private lessons.
Larson said the university’s
music department is quite proud
of the 45 Eastern faculty members who work with the students,
and said those professors and recently graduated students as integral to the camp’s success.
“We are really thankful for the
counselors who help out with
the camp,” Larson said. “They
help out and supervise the kids
at night.”
Larson said the camp is a great
way to expose young musicians
to Eastern’s music program, and
that the camp has helped motivate future students to attend
Eastern.
“We do use it as a recruit-

ing tool for Eastern, but also as
an educational tool for aspiring
young students,” she said.
Larson said some of the campers have the opportunity to earn
scholarships while attending the
camp.
“A lot of Illinois public schools
raise money for music students,
and this year, Eastern budgeted
money to give out scholarships to
some of the campers,” she said.
“This year, we are giving scholarships to the students who made
it to the all-state competition.”
Larson said the camp culminates on Saturday afternoon,
when campers come together to
perform in a talent show in various parts of the Doudna Fine
Arts Center.
BAND, page 5

Summer Art School comes to campus
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

High school students from
across Illinois have gathered on
Eastern’s campus this week to
take part in the 2012 Summer
Art School.
The 2012 Summer Art School
is a week-long summer camp
sponsored by the School of
Continuing Education where
students can learn and experi-

ence several different styles of
art that use various types of media, said JoEllen Hickenbottom, program coordinator for
the School of Continuing Education.
Fifty-three Students arrived
on campus Sunday and will be
attending three two-hour courses each day, Monday through
July 20 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m,
in the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Courses offered include sculp-

ture, metalsmithing, surface design: images on fabric and painting.
Dorothy Bennett, a part-time
sculpture instructor at Eastern,
has taught the art camp’s sculpture course for 18 years and said
students will create a skeletal
structure out of newspaper, wire
and Styrofoam and cover the
structure with a plastic coating
to create a sculpture.
The purpose of the metal-

smithing course is to teach students how to use copper, brass
and other semiprecious metals
to make jewelry, Bennet said.
The surface design: images
on fabric course will teach students how to dye, print, paint
and stitch fabric to create 2-D
and 3-D fiber art, according to
the camp’s brochure.
ART, page 5

Pay for summer courses
Through the first three years of the
contract, faculty teaching summer
courses will be paid 78 percent of their
normal monthly salary. In the fourth
year they will be paid 80 percent.
Sterling said in previous contracts the
formula used to calculate pay for summer classes was very complicated and
was based on several factors including
if the course was online or an independent study.
He said the new system is much simpler and was designed to develop conformity between what faculty members
were getting paid.
“There was an interest in both sides
to come up with a simpler system,”
Sterling said.
Amie Calvert, lead negotiator for
Eastern’s administration, agreed with
Sterling and said pay for summer courses in the tentative contract was set up to
benefit both sides involved.
Sterling said the percentage that was
chosen was picked to keep costs stable
and so the costs to administration did
not radically increase during the summer.
Priority for retiring faculty
As with the previous contract, faculty members on retirement “glide” will
be given priority for teaching up to six
courses per summer for the last two
years before they retire.
With this contract faculty members
teaching summer courses in this way
will receive 100 percent of their normal monthly salary the first three years
of their contract. They will receive 80
percent of their monthly pay during the
fourth year, which matches the pay rate
of other faculty members.
Sterling said this is done for faculty
members planning to retire within the
next few years.
He said first three years are set at 100
percent so that those members do not
have to re-plan their retirement in case
they might be expecting their full salary.
The fourth year is set at 80 percent
to help phase in the new rates for summer course pay.
CONTRACT, page 5
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EIU weather
TODAY

Bring on the spirit

WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 98°
Low: 76°

Thunderstorm
High: 98°
Low: 77°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Lauren Soebbing demonstrates a routine for participants Monday afternoon in the Student Recreation Center for National Cheerleading Assosiation's camp.

CRIME

Newble receives 8-year sentence
By Marcus Smith
Online Editor

A former Graywood employee received an eight-year sentence
on July 6 for beating a developmentally disabled man who later
died from those injuries on Jan.
19, 2011.
Keyun Newble was accused of
beating Paul McCann, 42, for
stealing cookies and was convicted April 27 for involuntary manslaughter.
McCann was living in one
of the Graywood Foundation's
group homes at 203 W. Grant
Ave.
McCann was taken to Sarah
Bush Lincoln Health Center the
day after his beating where he

died four days later.
Marquis Harmon, Newble's
co-defendant in the case, is still
awaiting trial for his alleged participation in McCann's beating.
Robert Scales, assistant state's
attorney, said the state's attorney's office is pleased with the
outcome of the trial.
“We felt that the judge carefully considered everything that was
presented both in aggravation
and mitigation,” Scales said.
He said the States Attorney's
office was hoping for the maximum sentence of 10 years, but
they think this was a fair sentence.
“With the nature and circumstances of the incident, we felt
that 10 years was appropriate in

this case,” Scales said.
Lois McCann, Paul McCann's
mother, made a statement at the
hearing and said she is heartbroken and misses her son greatly.
Newble said he was sorry for
his actions and he was not raised
to act in the manner that led to
McCann's death.
Newble will receive credit for
the time he has served, more than
a year, in the Coles County Jail,
and will spend one year on mandatory supervised release after he
completes his sentence.

Marcus Smith can
be reached at 581-2812
or masmith6@eiu.edu.
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Paul McCann

Have any interesting news tips?
Please let our reporters know...
Call: 581-7942

Just tell your friend you
embarrassed her
because it was her
birthday...
she’ll understand.

Run a birthday ad in the DEN!

Free Copiers! That’s right, take a look at this...
Watts Copy Systems is having an outstanding Watts Copier event
Free Copier including all service and supplies*
All service calls
All parts and labor
All supplies *except paper and staples if applicable
All delivery, set up and training
Need a copier for your home or business?
Copiers serviced professionally by SHARP Platinum Level Technicians.
Watts Copy Systems was recently awarded
the highest level of SHARP Service

For further information
call our Mattoon office,
at 217 381-7812,
and ask for Eric Huddlestun

C AMPUS

News Editor
Seth Schroeder
217 • 581 • 2812
DENnewsdesk@gmail.com

MCLEAN COUNT Y

Lawson arraigned
on 3 felony counts

By Nike Ogunbodede
Editor-in-Chief

The 24-year-old Bloomington
woman whose car was allegedly involved in the hit-and-run death of
Eastern senior Lauren Leffler, 21,
was formally arraigned on three felony counts on July 13.
Katie Lawson, 24, was allegedly
the driver of the car that hit Leffler
and Leffler’s friend Nicholas Jefferson while they crossed Washington
Street in Bloomington at 2 a.m. on
June 24.
Lawson has been charged with aggravated driving under the influence
in an accident that caused death,
failure to report an accident involving a death and leaving the scene of
an accident that involved personal
injury.
The arraignment took place early Friday, and the case will continue
in a July 27 status hearing, said Matt
Banach, the assistant to the McLean
County State’s Attorney.
Associate Judge Rebecca Foley, who hears all of McLean’s felony
DUI cases, will be hearing the case
“It’s a typical court hearing wherein the attorneys will touch base and
the (Lawson’s) attorney will let us

know if there is anything additional they need as far as reports and discovery material,” Banach said.
This is also where motions can be
scheduled, he said.
“As of right now, no motions have
been scheduled,” Banach said.
Lawson has not entered a plea of
guilty or not guilty, but Banach said
he still thinks she will start the initial
proceedings with a plea of not guilty.
Lawson is not expected to speak
during courtroom proceedings anytime soon, Banach said.
“Typically, a defendant doesn’t
speak until either trial or sentencing—neither of which are set right
now,” Banach said. “During the next
month or couple of months, (Lawson’s) attorneys will review the evidence and the discovery presented by
the state and consult with her about
what they wanted to do.”
The July 27 status hearing will
take place at 10 a.m. in Courtroom
4C of McLean County Law and
Justice Center, 104 W. Front St.,
Bloomigton.
Nike Ogunbodede can
be reached at 581-2812
or ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.

WEATHER

Recent rainfall
‘disorganized’
By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

Though the recent rainfall in the
Charleston area seemed significant
to some residents, only 0.07 inches
fell said an Eastern geographer.
Cameron Craig, an Eastern geographer, said though some places in
the area appeared to receive ample
rainfall, other places received minimal or no rainfall at all.
Overall what fell averaged out to
only a few hundredths of an inch.
“Seven hundredths is nothing,”
Craig said. “Across a greater expanse
it’s nothing.”
He said the reason the rain fell
differently throughout the area is
because there is a lack of organization in the atmosphere caused by
dry conditions.
Craig said moisture in the soil
rises with warmth and assists in
cloud formation and allows for rain
to fall more easily.
Because there is less moisture in
the soil, this processs happens less
often creating disorganization and
sporadic rainfall.
He said because some residents of
the area saw abundant rainfall, this
can create a misconception that the
drought is ending when it is still affecting much of the town.
“The farmers desperately need
the rain,” Craig said. “We’re seeing
vegetation around here wilt. The
corn is wilting. It looks as it normally should in November.”
He said the Charleston area experienced cooler temperatures the past
few days because of the water from
the rain absorbed some of the area’s
heat.
Now that that water is evaporating, however, Craig said the tem-

perature will likely continue to rise
back into the 100s.
He said he expects the drought
and high temperatures to continue
for much of the summer.
“We’re going to take it weekby-week,” he said. “The drought
is more widespread than it was before.”
Craig said Charleston is better
off than some areas because of Lake
Charleston.
He said there are towering cumulus clouds floating above the town
because there is some moisture in
the soil.
He said even though the city has
not issued a mandatory conservation effort, it may still be a good
idea for residents to use water sparingly.
“It’s always a good idea to not
have to get to that point,” Craig
said.
He said there is a chance of rain
later this week but that Charleston
needs around 7 inches of rainfall to
get back to normal.
However, he said the rain would
hopefully fall over time.
If the rain fell all at once, Craig
said it would likely result in flooding, similar to what Texas recently experienced, because the ground
would not have time to absorb the
water.
He said the most likely way for
Charleston to receive continual rain
is for the jet stream to move further
south, but the atmosphere is simply
acting a different way.
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.
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Regina Pedatella, an undecided major who graduated from Bartlett High School, and Elven Walker, an education
and kinesiology double major who graduated from Glenbard South High School, study July 12 in Booth Library.
Pedatella and Walker are participating in the Summer Institute for Higher Learning, which gives high school
graduates who did not make Eastern's admission requirements a chance to complete two three-credit courses to
improve their GPA and be admitted for the Fall 2012 semester.

1st Summer Institute
coming to conclusion
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

A group of 52 high school graduates will soon learn if their academic efforts through the Summer Institute for Higher Learning were enough
for admission into Eastern for the Fall
2012 semester.
The Summer Institute for Higher
Learning is a five-week program that
gives high school graduates with ACT,
ACT writing and GPA scores below
Eastern’s admission standards a second chance to be admitted to Eastern, said Program Coordinator Taisha Miller.
2012 is the first year Eastern has
implemented the program.
To complete the program and be
admitted to Eastern, students must
complete two courses, a total of six
credit hours, and maintain a 2.5 GPA.
Students are required to take
ENG1001: Composition and Language and have the option of taking
either GEO1100: Cultural Geography or SOC1838: Introductory Sociology.
Courses began June 19.
Miller said the program is an excellent opportunity for students whose
scores were not quite up to Eastern’s

standards to take the initiative and
earn their place at Eastern.
Regina Pedatella, an undecided
major who graduated from Bartlett
High School, said she is very confident she will do well and be admitted to Eastern.
Pedatella took ENG1001 and
GEO1100 and said the program has
been challenging.
“It’s been brutal,” she said. “I’m
physically and mentally exhausted.”
Miller said that it is important to
recognize how challenging the program is for students and that the
courses they are taking are not blowoff classes.
Elven Walker, an education and
kinesiology double major who graduated from Glenbard South High
School, said he is not used to having
the structure of summer courses.
Pedatella said the program is very
different from high school.
“The intensity level is through the
roof,” she said.
While Pedatella said the program
is challenging, she is glad to be able
to become comfortable with Eastern’s
campus, to realize the expectation of
professors and to get to know her fellow students and create friendships
before campus becomes crowded dur-

ing the fall.
Students involved in the Summer
Institute for Higher Learning will
complete the program on July 21.
Miller said feedback she has received from professors involved with
the program has been positive and
that students are largely meeting and
exceeding expectations.
“We knew that these students were
smart and had the ability to be successful at EIU, and they are proving
that with the quality of work they are
producing,” Miller said.
Five undergraduate peer learning
assistants have been helping the students, attending the courses with the
students and being available to help
outside of classes, said Assistant Program Coordinator Merry Lucas.
“As an incoming student, I think it
is very valuable to have an upperclassman that is there for you to personally
connect with and is there to help you
succeed during your time at EIU,”
Lucas said in an email.
The peer learning assistants will
also serve as mentors for the students
during their first semester at Eastern.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.
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Run an ad in the DEN
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Opinions Editor
John Downen
217-581-7942
DENopinions@gmail.com
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STAFF EDITORIAL

For Illinois teachers,
easing standards is
not the best answer
As Americans, we are often quick to brag about
our country.
Some call it “patriotism,” others “national pride.”
Such attitudes are good for morale—after all,
who would want to live in a place that they are not
proud of?
However, the same attitudes can also cloud our
perceptions, and thus hinder future progress.
Currently, education in America is hardly boastworthy. Out of the 34 countries surveyed in 2010
during an international study of education, the U.S.
ranked 14th in reading, 17th in science and 25th in
math.
In 2012, high school students in Illinois averaged
a 20.9 ACT score—a number below the national
average of a 21.1 out of the possible 36 points.
With those statistics in mind, it seems rather odd
that Illinois has decided to allow education majors to
opt-out of basic skills examinations if they scored a
minimum of a 22 on the ACT.
In its current state, education in Illinois is hardly worth bragging about, yet the state has now eased
the requirements for future teachers.
Of course, there are some very fair arguments in
favor of allowing the ACT to replace basic skills tests:
the latter are often the subject of constant stress for
aspiring teachers, and can discourage many talented individuals from choosing education as a career
path.
However, considering the below-average state of
Illinois’ education, shouldn’t we be raising the standard for future educators?
We respect teachers for their dedication to education. Often sacrificing financial prosperity for the
chance to influence our youth, teachers deserve constant praise.
Respect for teachers is well-justified. However,
that respect necessitates that they be held to a high
standard of excellence.
By allowing teachers to opt-out of required tests
with an ACT score only one point above the national average, Illinois is only setting itself up for future
digression.
Our standard of educational excellence is not one
which needs to be eased—our poor national ranking
proves that fact.
Illinois should not be accommodating teachers
who cannot meet basic requirements.
Advocates of allowing ACT scores to count for
employment claim the basic skills tests “weed out”
too many individuals, and cite the stress of preparation as diminishing the amount of teachers coming
out of Illinois colleges.
However, “weeding out” aspiring teachers is a
pejorative, plain and simple.
It implies that the state need not assess its declining educational standards, and should allow more
teachers to emerge from universities regardless of test
scores.
Simply put, that is not the case.
At the national level, Illinois is struggling. At the
international level, the state’s ranking would be a
sobering statistic.
Easing the standard for future educators could
very well cause a digression in our already sub-par
rankings.
Though there are many legitimate reasons for
allowing the ACT to replace basic skills tests, relaxing state-wide expectations for future educators is
only a temporary solution to a long-term issue.
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How to lose buddies and alienate voters

There’s a general store in my hometown that I
like to patronize at least once a week. I shop there
because I like the owner, a middle-aged Indian immigrant who runs the whole operation by himself.
We know each other’s names, but we almost always
refer to each other as “My Buddy.”
He is impulsively friendly and takes interest in
the personal lives, opinions and feelings of his customers. Friendliness is his business model: He can’t
provide the value offered at chain stores, but he can
make his customers feel valued.
He is also quite conservative. Good-natured political debate is a mainstay of our relationship.
My Buddy isn’t a social conservative, he just hates
paying taxes. Because of Indian currency restrictions
at the time, he emigrated with only $7.
He worked almost every waking hour for the past
40 years, first to move the rest of his family to the
U.S., then to build a business from scratch.
Through hard work and charisma, he is keeping afloat in a recession he didn’t help create and
he watches a portion of his profits siphoned off by
a government he knows is broke. When he turns
on the news, he is told the government went broke
spending money on lazy people.
As the accompanying column by opinions editor
John Downen poignantly illustrates about the Bush
tax cuts that impregnated the deficit, extending tax
cuts for the super wealthy is as morally contemptible
as it is economically absurd.
Unfortunately, My Buddy is unlikely to be
swayed by good metaphors, hard facts or recent his-

Dave Balson
tory.
But Mitt Romney recently swayed My Buddy to
the left by offending his sense of patriotism.
“Do you know these guys, they are all millionaires and billionaires, they are taking all their money
to other countries so they don’t have to pay any taxes,” he recently told me.
He was pissed. He worked his tokhes off turning
$7 into a business that supports his family. “I never had a silver spoon. I worked hard, My Buddy. I
work hard still and I pay my taxes.
“These guys, they are already paying low taxes and now they are not going to pay that anymore.
You know what this means for you and me, Buddy?
We will have to pay even more!
“I am so tired of paying more already. Why can’t
they start paying for the country that makes them
rich?”
The Obama campaign recently launched its most
potent rebuttal to Romney’s record: Romney’s association with a tax-dodging corporate shark named,
conspicuously, Willard Mitt Romney. It is working.

The Beltway press tried to avoid the importance
of Romney’s offshore, untaxed fortunes, as well as
the tax returns that attest to just how dirty that sexy
money really is.
And it’s doing its college best (no offense to present company) to play into the notion that it’s unseemly to criticize someone’s financial decisions just
because he wants to run the world’s largest economy.
My Buddy isn’t upset that Romney’s policies
would strip away the few remaining programs protecting the middle class.
He doesn’t resent rich people. He wants lower
taxes (which, it’s worth mentioning, Obama wants
for him), but he is increasingly concerned with having fair taxes.
Romney makes millions of dollars every year
off the millions of dollars he already owns. He decries the deficit and champions major cuts to entitlements.
He wants tax cuts for the rich and austerity for
the rest. Americans, by and large, are willing to share
in common sacrifice to fix a problem directly attributable to people whose economic philosophy is
identical to Romney’s. That willingness is an expression of patriotism.
The country needs Romney to share in that sacrifice more than Romney needs an extra yacht. Keeping his fortune offshore is unpatriotic, and it’s no
way to treat a Buddy.
Dave Balson can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com
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Slowly drowning in shallow waters
Imagine, for a moment, that you’re the lifeguard
at a community pool. As you sit comfortably in
your watchtower, 100 of your fellow townsmen fill
the water below.
Of that 100, 20 sit nervously in the pool’s shallow end—as children, they couldn’t afford swimming lessons, and would thus drown in the deeper water.
Another 60 wade in the pool’s middle section.
Adequate swimmers, they can manage the current
at a basic level. Fervently paddling to keep their
heads above water, they do not command immediate intervention. They don’t enjoy themselves, but
they survive nonetheless.
As the pool drops to its deepest level, another 19 float carelessly on rafts, buoyant and relaxed.
As you look past this group, you notice one man
swimming laps with the grace and elegance of an
Olympian—for the sake of metaphor, we’ll call
him “Michael Phelps.”
Suddenly, a downpour of rain hits the center,
and the pool quickly fills. Those in the shallow end
are drowning, the 60 in the middle gasping for air.
The next 19 sit casually on their rafts, the rain a
minor hiccup to their leisurely day at the pool.
By this time, the surrounding commotion has
reached Phelps. While he can float gracefully in the
turbulence, the uproar is off-putting and he wants
to leave.
The center stores 20 rescue boards, and as the
only lifeguard on duty, you must decide who to

John Downen
save.
By now, the shallow end is spilling onto the
deck above, 20 bodies floating face-down in its water. You’d like to save them, but Phelps reminds
you that he funded the pool last year.
He even tells you that, should you assist both
him and the 19 floating casually in the deep end,
he’ll eventually return to save the drowning majority after a nice snack at the pool bar.
Basic ethics would command that you dive
into the shallow end and save those drowning in
its tide.
After pulling those 20 from the water, you’d assist the middle 60—they are not yet drowning, but
should the downpour continue, they will eventually succumb to the rapid waters.
Meanwhile, both Phelps and the 19 float comfortably on rafts, scoffing at their drowning townsmen—“they’re just lazy, looking for a hand-out.”
This is what income inequality in the United
States looks like today, and while it might oversim-

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

plify a very complex issue, it is nonetheless an effective metaphor.
With the Bush-era tax cuts reemerging in the
political spotlight, it’s vital that we understand how
tax cuts for the ultra-rich influence economic disparities.
President Bush assured us that such cuts would
save our sluggish economy. We were led to believe
they would incentivize the wealthy, who would
then reinvest in the economy to create jobs and aid
the growing national deficit.
A decade later, little has changed. America’s
economy is still plagued by chronic outsourcing,
job growth in the private sector is stalled, the deficit still grows.
After 10 years of footing the bill for a lavishelite,
the middle class is all but dead.
We’ve been duped into believing that such cuts
will return dividends for struggling Americans.
We’re told that a progressive tax system is “socialist” or “class warfare,” and have been robbed of
an honest discussion of fair taxation.
As we revisit the Bush tax cuts over the next few
months, remember that metaphor.
As you struggle to stay afloat in the current
economic turbulence, know that the government turned its back on you, choosing to save the
wealthy elite as the rest of us slowly drowned.
John Downen can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail
address to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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MUSIC, from page 1
Students are encouraged to prepare
for the show, which is not limited to instrumental performances.
“Saturday is a mixture of fun and
goofy performances as well as musical
performances,” Larson said. “We encourage the campers to perform, even if
it’s something like juggling.”
Larson said while most of the concert’s attendees are parents picking their
children up from camp, she hopes more

Charleston residents and Eastern students come to watch this year.
Larson said she hopes for a big turn
out this summer.
The concert starts at 1 p.m. Saturday
at the Dvorak Concert Hall and is free
of charge.
John Downen can
be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

ically because they use the side of
the brain that is not often used.
Cassidy Spencer, of Greenville
High School, will be attending the
metalsmithing, surface design: images on fabric and painting courses.
Spencer makes jewelry and uses
the profits to send hygiene packs
to families in Nicaragua through
the Nicaragua Christian Education
Foundation.
She said the skills she will learn
in the metalsmithing course will
help her in creating better jewelry
to help the foundation.
Spencer also said she is excited to
see other people’s art and how other
people react to her art.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.

STATE

Quinn unveils
drought response
By The Associated Press

With a baking southern Illinois
cornfield as a backdrop, Gov. Pat
Quinn on Monday pledged state support through loans and debt restructuring to farmers and ranchers punished
by a nagging drought that shows no
signs of abating anytime soon.
The Democrat’s first look at parched
conditions that has most of the state
classified as in a drought gave him a
stark lesson in just how bad things have
gotten on the James Laird family's farm
near Waltonville, a 400-resident village
about 80 miles southeast of St. Louis.
Stepping briefly into the crop, its dry
soil craving any moisture, Quinn struggled to find an ear of corn.
When he found one, he shucked it,
only to discover it had no kernels.
Quinn moments earlier had cast the
plight of the state's corn growers in almost tragic terms.
“This is their hour of need, and we
will not forget them,” he said.
“We've never seen a drought like this
and we've got to do something about
it,” Quinn, sweating in temperatures
reaching well into the ’90s, said during a news conference skirting the cornfield in an area he fretted has gotten just
six-tenths of an inch of rain in the past
month.
Quinn's sojourn into a parched rural stretch of Illinois came as two-thirds
of the state is classified as being in severe drought or worse, according to climatologist Mark Svoboda with the Nebraska-based National Drought Mitigation Center's Drought Monitor.
Eight percent of the Land of Lincoln, largely the state's southernmost
tip, is in "extreme drought.”
Just three months ago, Svoboda said,
only 5 percent of the state was in any
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CONTRACT, from page 1

ART, from page 1
The painting course will teach
students how to create a grid and
use acrylic paint to create a still-life,
Bennett said.
At 1:30 p.m. July 21, students
will be able to display their artwork
at an exposition in the Tarble Art
Center. Parents of the campers will
be invited.
Bennett said she is always excited
to teach younger children her craft
and that the place of art in schools
is very important.
With cuts in educational funding around the state, the fine arts
are often the first programs to get
cut from a school’s budget, Bennett
said.
She said studies have shown that
children who are taught fine arts
starting a young age all the way
through school do better academ-
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form of drought. Climatologists are
calling it as "a flash drought," meaning
it develops in a matter of months and
not over multiple seasons or years.
"This is definitely the epicenter, right
in the heart of the Midwest," including
eastern Missouri, Svoboda said.
Using the Drought Monitor tracking as a guide, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture last week announced that
more than 1,000 counties in some two
dozen states — including 26, mostly southern counties in Illinois — automatically will qualify for streamlined
disaster assistance if they're in a severe
drought for at least eight weeks or were
in extreme drought this growing season.
Quinn said seven more Illinois counties — Bond, Champaign, Greene,
Monroe, Morgan, Stephenson and
Washington — were added to that list
Monday, punctuating the spread of the
drought's impact through a state usually among the nation's top corn and soybean producers.
While thankful for the USDA’s offer of relief, Quinn insisted the state
also was willing to come to the rescue
through various debt-restructuring and
loan programs through a partnership
between the Illinois Finance Authority
and area banks.
The state also launched a website,
Drought.Illinois.gov, as a repository for
all things involving the state's drought
situation, including available aid for affected growers and ranchers.
"We're the heart of the heartland,"
Quinn said, renewing his request from
last week that residents pray for rain.
The Illinois Farm Bureau has said
this year is the sixth-driest year on record so far, with the average precipitation of 2012’s first half just 12.6 inches,
nearly seven inches below normal.

Pay increase subjected to change
Faculty members will receive a 1.5
percent pay raise each of the four years
of the possible contract. However both
faculty and administration can meet to
renegotiate this percentage during the
life of the contract if certain conditions
are met.
One of the conditions is if the university’s financial situation increases
greatly.
Calvert said it is still difficult to predict how likely it is that that may happen but that they of course hope for
the best.
Sterling said this might occur from
the university trying to increase its enrollment. He said tuition is Eastern’s
greatest source of funds and increasing
that is likely the best way to increasing
the university’s financial situation.
“I that going to happen? I don’t
know, not this fall,” Sterling said. “Perhaps in two years time.”
The pay raise can also be renegotiated if the university were to go into a
state of financial emergency. Though
both Sterling and Calvert said what
this would mean exactly can vary, it
would essentially be when the university lacks the funds required to pay its
faculty what is promised in the contract.
Sterling said this is a possibility that
has been left open in previous contracts
in order to plan for future circumstances. He said these could include the state
cutting more of the university’s budget or if the institution is forced by the
state to take on pension costs.
Both Sterling and Calvert said the
possibility of pension costs is difficult
to plan for because no one is quite sure
what legislature the state might pass re-

garding it, if any at all.
“It’s a huge unknown what kind
of impact it could have on us,” Calvert said. “It could be millions but I
couldn’t even begin to guess.”
Sterling agreed with Calvert and said
it was a gigantic unknown.
He said taking on the entire pension cost would likely be around $22
million but it might be phased in
over time, which would be easier to
deal with. Sterling also said the state
may not do anything at all about for
a while.
“They tried to do it last year but
they couldn’t agree with each other,”
he said.
Renegotiations would occur before layoffs
Unlike the last contract, furloughs
are not mentioned at all. But this does
not mean they are out of the question.
Calvert said there are multiple options that might be pursued in a situation where layoffs are possible.
“In a financial emergency, both parties have time to meet and discuss what
options we would implement,” she
said.
The departmental application of criteria will be eligible for revision by each
department under the potential contract.
If a department develops a new
DAC faculty members can choose to
be evaluated under it or the DAC before it.
Sterling said they would be allowed
to do choose between the two until the
next DAC revision and they are not
able to choose from a DAC before the
last one.

Increases compensate for inflation
To help compensate for inflation,
Sterling said the money given for merit awards will increase. He said the
awards have not increased in six years.
Sterling said there are a variety of
awards for different amounts, different
departments and under different circumstances. Because of this, he said its
difficult to say who might get them or
which ones will change the most.
“We have a whole slew of merit
awards,” he said. “Everybody on campus is eligible in some way.”
Similarly, minima lanes and the
overload rate will increase 1.5 percent
each year of the contract. Sterling said
this is again done to help compensate
for inflation.
Calvert said it has been decades
since negotiations for the next contract
were completed before the current UPI
contract ended.
“No one can remember a time when
a contract has been finished before it
expires. So that was a huge accomplishment,” she said. “This was collaborative
effort by all the participants, the willingness of everyone involved to stay focused was appreciated.”
Sterling said there will be open
meetings during the first weeks of classes for faculty to voice questions and
concerns. From there he said the faculty will vote to possibly ratify it.
If the contract is ratified Calvert
said it will be on the Board of Trustees’
agenda to possibly be approved during
their first meeting Sept. 21.
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

C LASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Brian's place sports bar/steakhouse
needs part-time server, must be 21, apply in person, 2100 Broadway Mattoon
234-4151
__________________________7/12
Macs' Uptowner hiring all positions,
apply in person at 623 Monroe after
4 p.m.
__________________________7/17
Great summer income! The Avon Opportunity. Call me today! Only $10
startup. Marlene Browning. 217-2356634 or avonbymarlene@yahoo.com
__________________________7/19

Roommates
3 BR apt. 2 roommates wanted. $360
per month. Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Courtyard on 9th Free Tanning.
Call 708-979-4039 or Facebook
Lexi Olinger.
__________________________7/19
1 Roommate needed for 6 bedroom, 2
bath house. Available August 1st.
$325/month. Close to campus, 9th St.
No Pets. 708-612-2674, 217-345-5037
__________________________7/19

Sublessors
Sublease for female, available 7-15-12,
$350 pr. mo. 1 furnished BR in 3 BR
unit. Close to campus in Youngstown.
217-549-7597.
__________________________7/19

For rent
Affordable! Remodeled! Furnished!
Spacious! 2 or 3 Bedrooms Right NEXT
to Campus! Hot tubs, Saunas, gym, free
tanning and MORE! Pay Less for the
convenience you NEED! Call 345-5022
Unique Properties
__________________________7/19
Brand new 3 BDR 2 bath duplex, w/d,
central air, dishwasher, side-by-side
with icemaker, close to EIU, no pets,
$350 per person for 3, 345-7286.
__________________________7/19
5 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE ON
12TH CLOSE TO CAMPUS. A/C, WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER. $350/PERSON (217) 276-8191. PILOT410@HOTMAIL.COM
__________________________7/19
Deluxe 1 BR APTS 117 W Polk, stove,
frig, Microwave, dishwasher, w/d.
Trash pd. 217-348-7746
www.charlestonilapts.com
__________________________7/19
Nice 2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th Str & 1305
18th Str. Stove, frig, microwave. 217348-7746 www.charlestonilapts.com
__________________________7/19
2 BR APTS 955 4th ST, stove, frig, microwave, dishwasher, garage. Water &
trash pd. 217-348-7746 www.charlestonilapts.com
__________________________7/19
Now leasing 3BDR apartment for 2-3
students, close to campus and the
bookstore. trash included.
call 217-276-6518.
__________________________7/19
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath house, for 2. Eastern, grocery, & restaurants close.
No pets. 217-721-4203
__________________________7/19
2 BR apt, 1/2 block to Lantz, includes
cable, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor
__________________________7/19
3 BR apartment for 3 @ $350 plus utilities. Next to EIU, furnished, w/d, dishwasher, a/c. www.woodrentals.com,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
345-4489.
__________________________7/19

For rent
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @ $440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor.
__________________________7/19
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________7/19
4 bdr apt for rent, water & trash pd
call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19
Newly remodeled 1 & 2 bdr apts. Water
& trash pd. call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19
For rent: 2/3 bdr townhouses, 2 1/2
baths, w/d, walking distance to EIU.
call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19
1 bedroom apartment East of campus.
217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com
__________________________7/19
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath house, NEW with
washer and dryer, dishwasher, very
close, 1013 Cleveland. 217-345-9595
EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________7/19
Available 2012 1-2 bedroom apartments. Cathedral ceilings, new ceramic and laminate flooring, leather furniture, full-sized beds, PC workstations.
Lincoln St. location. For additional information call 217-317-0701.
__________________________7/19
3 BR apt. 2 roommates wanted. $360
per month. Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Courtyard on 9th Free Tanning.
Call 708-979-4039 or Facebook
Lexi Olinger.
__________________________7/19
Nice 3 Bedroom house 1038 9th close
to campus. Large back yard, W/D, Dishwasher, lawncare provided. 250/student. 217-690-4976
__________________________7/19
Now Renting for Fall 2012 1-4 bedroom. Rent now and get 1 month free.
Call 345-2467.
__________________________7/19
3, 4 Bedroom houses, close to campus,
w/d, d/w, 217-273-2292, $250/$300
per person
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
home, trash and yard service provided,
217-345-5037
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 4-5 Bedroom, 2
Bath, trash and yard service,
217-345-5037
__________________________7/19
FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________7/19
Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights. Close to campus!
www.tricountymg.com. 348-1479
__________________________7/19
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________7/19
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BUCHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR
CALL 345-1266.
__________________________7/19
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET
APTS 345-1266
__________________________7/19
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadium. Spacious. $390. 345-1266
__________________________7/19
Call today for specials!! Renting 3 & 4
(available now). 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3
BR apartment. 348-0673/ 549-4011.
www.sammyrentals.com
__________________________7/19

For rent
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For rent

THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES, 1210
3RD TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH
APARTMENTS 1026 EDGAR $250/
MONTH 549-4074 345-3754
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $275-$350/person.
myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bedroom houses, townhouses, and apartments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$350/person.
217-493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________7/19
Apartments for fall. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom.
Closet to EIU. Furnished & Unfurnished. Locally owned and managed.
No Pets! Call 217-345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________7/19
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
2012. GREAT LOCATIONS, REASONABLE RATES, AWESOME AMENITIES.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT
SHOWING 345-5022.
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
__________________________7/19

3 Bedroom house, 1705 11th, Furnished, 217-235-0405 or 273-2048, Garage, washer, dryer, dishwasher, clean
__________________________7/19
NEW 2 BD, VERY NICE! CLOSE TO CAMPUS 1812 10TH STREET 217-345-6100
www.jensenrentals.com
__________________________7/19
NEW 3 BD 2 BATH. NICE, CLEAN AND
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 2009 11TH
STREET. 345-6100
www.jensenrentals.com
__________________________7/19
3 BD, 2 BATH FURNISHED, NICE, CLEAN.
1140 EDGAR DR. 217-345-6100.
www.jbapartments.com
__________________________7/19
4 BD, 2 BATH. CLEAN, NICE AND
LARGE. 1140 EDGAR. 217-345-6100.
www.jbapartments.com
__________________________7/19

Advertise with
the DEN!
581-2816

Edited by Will Shortz
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51

1

“Th-that’s cold!”

53

4

Humorist Barry

54

8

Exclaim using four-letter
words

55

13

Richard ___ (anonymous
name in court cases)

60

14

Outfielder Tommie of the
Miracle Mets

56

63
64
65

15

Batter

66

17

“Et” translated

67

18

Ruthless figure in “The
Godfather”

20

Time of little advancement

22

Rain-soaked dirt

23

East Coast state: Abbr.

24

Drop-___

25

First part of a 1952 best
seller’s title, followed by 37and 51-Across

68
69

Rest of the book title
Utter jerk, rudely
N.M.-to-N.J. dir.
Square peg ___ round hole
Total dive, say
Husband-and-wife milestone
Ring leader?
One hoping to get a pass?
Universally known symbol
Giant tub
Howls with laughter
Italian “well”
Toronto’s prov.

DOWN
1

28

Obsidian rock producer

2

30

Rex Harrison’s singer/actor
son

3

31

Detail on a map

5

32

“Fax” prefix

6

34

Illegally take, old-style

7

36

Ladies’ patriotic org.

8

37

More of the book title

39

Attorney’s “thing”

10

42

Ray Charles hit of 1963

11

43

Ingres or Renoir

12

45

Verger on adolescence,
informally

16

4

9

19

48

Evoking a “ho-hum”

21

50

Riata, e.g.

26

With 59-Down, star of the
work revealed by the first
letters of the Across clues,
which hint at this puzzle’s
theme
Novelist Jaffe
1948 John Wayne western
Babies’ pops
Wide-eyed
Rome’s Via ___
Onetime overseas trade grp.
Hedge component
1960 Elia Kazan film
Season under le soleil
Squabbling
Fail to do as promised
Sublease
Denver ___
Wood knot
Designer Carolina ___
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PUZZLE BY PETER A. COLLINS

27

Suffix with Benedict

28

Inc., overseas

29

“I got it!”

30

Porto-___ (capital of Benin)

33

It’s “wider than a mile,” in an
old song

35

Queequeg’s captain

38

Tom Clancy’s ___ (2008
video game)

39

1959 John Wayne western

40

Frequently debunked ability

41

Sault ___ Marie

42

Born, in France

44

Moderate pace

45

Ice cream or candy

46

Champion

47

“Still …”

49

Shooting star?

52

Miniskirts reveal them

53

Songwriter Jule

57

Schoenberg’s “Moses und
___”

58

Author Paton

59

See 1-Down

61

“Ain’t ___ shame?!”

62

Many a recipient of handme-downs, informally

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 50
years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/mobilexword for
more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.com/
crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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FALL SPORTS

Volleyball team preps for season
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

Joshua Bryant

Paterno, McQueary
are not men at all
If you knew a dear friend was committing an unspeakable crime, what
would you do?
Joe Paterno was faced with the
choice to do the right thing many times
in the case of his friend and former defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky.
He didn’t.
He allowed children to be abused repeatedly. Those kids needed help, and
no one stepped up for them.
As with most heinous crimes, the
darkness has come to light.
In November, when Paterno was
fired, students took to the streets,
screaming, stamping, flipping news
trucks and marching for Paterno’s reinstatement.
I wonder how those students feel
now.
In the Freeh report (an independent
investigation by Freeh Sporkin & Sullivan LLP), it is revealed that Paterno
made no effort to protect the children,
and instead focused his energy on concealing Sandusky’s crimes from the authorities, the campus community and
the Board of Trustees.
Sandusky was allowed unrestricted
and unsupervised access to campus and
to these children, even after learning of
assault after assault.
From 1998 to 2011, Sandusky, a
known molester, was left in charge of
his Second Mile Program and granted
free reign to assault children.
How long could you bear to keep
your mouth shut?
The innocence of a helpless child has
to come before any friendship you have
with anyone.
If I saw a friend or role model of
mine assaulting a child in a shower,
I would knock their head clear off of
their shoulders and call 911.
Mike McQueary, Penn State assistant football coach, had his shot to do
so, but went home and called his dad
about it, who told him to tell Paterno
the next day, which he did.
Paterno turned the other way.
The shock of the moment has to
conjure some sort of reaction in a sane
person.
But why not in Paterno?
Before this incident, I saw him as a
nice old man who had accomplished so
much in his coaching career.
Now, I hope they rip his statue

down.
Did he assault children?
No. Sandusky did. But the cover-up
is just as bad as the crime.
How on Earth do you enable someone to do something so evil?
There are violent criminals locked
away from the world, and I bet even
they would look at Sandusky and Paterno with disgust.
Head Eastern volleyball coach Kate
Price, a former Nittany Lion, describes
it all as a “very heartbreaking situation.”
I see it the same.
As a little kid I always had someone
to protect me.
Without those people, who knows
where I’d be or what condition I’d be
in?
Imagine the helplessness that Sandusky’s victims felt.
Children, who often were from troubled social backgrounds in the first
place, had their faith in people shattered and burned. That psychological
damage just doesn’t go away.
If only someone would have done
something.
Mike McQueary, Joe Paterno, former president Graham Spanier, Athletic Director Tim Curley and Senior Vice
President Gary Schultz all did nothing.
Five grown men knowingly let a
monster have his way with 10 boys, if
not more.
I’m not sure where we are in society today, but if those so-called “men”
can attain positions of power that high,
then any real man should be capable of
becoming “King of the World.”
The problem I have with Joe Paterno in particular is his speeches of leadership and strength over the years.
Even the Penn State fight song contains the lyrics: “Penn State forever,
molder of men.”
If he even tried to pretend to live
up to that statement, he’d have done
something for those kids besides leaving them with an irreparable childhood.
Tear his statue down. Or if you want
to make a mockery of it, turn it to face
the other way, because that is exactly
what he did.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

Head volleyball coach Kate Price
and assistant coach Ryan Sweitzer
are looking forward to a big trip
back to Happy Valley on Sept. 15.
Price and Sweitzer, who were
both National Champions for the
Penn State Nittany Lions, know
what it will take to defeat them
and have been using the summer to
gear-up for that challenge, among
others on this season’s slate.
“It’ll be really great for the girls,
a great experience.” Price said. “Obviously they’re one of the top teams
in one of the top conferences. Very
physical.”
The match-up against PSU
should make for an electric atmosphere, with it starting a 7 p.m.
Price looks to have her incoming freshmen create an impact, with
more size being added to the roster.
In order to maximize this impact,
Price said a singular approach has
been used in summer preparation.
“We’ve been working on a lot of
individual skills,” Price said.
She looks for this to pay off in

the tournaments lined up on this
year’s schedule, which will feature
the Iowa Hawkeyes in the Oakland Invitational and the Michigan
Wolverines at the Marquette Golden Eagle Classic, before the trip to
Pennsylvania.
“All of the tournaments will be
big,” Price said.
Price has implemented much of
her own knowledge from her Big
Ten days.
“ I ’v e b r o u g h t a s m u c h a s I
could,” Price said. “Playing at the
highest level has helped me bring a
lot to the girls. Just showing them a
little bit of the high level.”
After finishing up the tourney
circuit, the Panthers and the rest
of the conference will gear up for
its first year in an East/West format of conference play, with home
and away matchups with each opponent.
Eastern will be in the West division with Austin Peay, Murray
State, SEMO, SIUE and UT Martin.
The Panthers will look to unseat current OVC Champion Morehead State by making it back to the

PRICE

conference tournament for the first
time since 2005.
Morehead will be in the East
with newcomer Belmont, Eastern
Kentucky, Jacksonville State, Tennessee State and Tennessee Tech.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

DOWN NOT OUT
FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN
NE WS

James Hollowell shoots a
basket during the Jan. 2,
2010 men’s basketball game
against Tennessee Tech. Hollowell will not be returning
to Eastern.

Hollowell fires back against claims
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

“No one has to worry about getting kicked off or asked to leave.”
This is the assurance James Hollowell said he received from Athletic
Director Barbara Burke after former
head men’s basketball coach Mike
Miller’s contract was not renewed
for the 2012-13 basketball season.
In a one-on-one meeting with
Burke later, Hollowell expressed interest with Burke about graduate
school and was once again assured,
this time with the promise of being
done with his master’s by next summer.
Here’s where things get sticky.
“Then (Jay Spoonhour) came in,
and I even called to congratulate
him on getting the new job, and he
blew me off and said we would talk
later,” Hollowell said. “He acted
shady towards the whole team and
didn’t talk to us for a while.”
Once the initial meeting occurred, Hollowell said Spoonhour
immediately mentioned guys that
he wanted to bring in, and that
some current players might not play
much next season, if at all.
After the first workout, Hollowell, who was in rehab at the time,
found himself winded as many recovering athletes do when trying to
get back into the strenuous level of
college workouts.
This prompted a meeting with
Spoonhour the next day where he
was asked Hollowell what he wanted to do.
Hollowell responded: “I want to

keep playing here next year.”
“I told him about my grad school
deal and all, and he was like, ‘Well
I don’t know about that,’” Hollowell said.
Hollowell said Spoonhour advised him to think it over and get
back to him later.
After a few weeks, Hollowell received a call from Spoonhour while
he was working at a track meet. The
same question was asked: “What do
you want to do?”
Hollowell told Spoonhour he
planned on staying and playing.
Hollowell said Spoonhour responded: “Well that’s not an option for you as far as I’m concerned.
Your eligibility is up here and you’re
not playing here anymore.”
Hollowell said he was then offered the option to play elsewhere
or to stay on board as a graduate assistant.
Hollowell spoke with teammates
who agreed that the grad position
was his best option.
Hollowell said he bumped into
Burke later at the meet and brought
up the situation.
He said Burke revealed that she
was aware of the situation and had
talked to Spoonhour.
She then offered to talk about the
situation another time, but according to Hollowell, the conversation
time never took place.
“A few days went by and I didn’t
hear from her,” Hollowell said. “I
called her office and they said she
was busy, but she said she’d call me
back. Never heard back from her.”
Hollowell decided to stick with

his plan.
But last week, he said Spoonhour
called and told him he couldn’t have
the position due to his GPA being
2.73, and needing a 2.75 to get the
position.
Hollowell said he needed only six
credit hours to graduate last semester, but was enrolled in 12 in order
to stay full-time (and continue playing).
Planning to drop the unnecessary classes at the end of the season,
Hollowell later attempted to but
was denied.
He struggled in a geography
course, and failed.
His GPA went from a 2.87 to a
2.73.
“My counselor was a great one;
she helped me out a lot, but she
wouldn’t have any idea of what
the athletic department could and
couldn’t do as far as pulling someone out,” Hollowell said.
“And whenever I refer to ‘athletic department,’ I mean Burke specifically because she is in charge of
everything dealing with athletics,”
Hollowell said.
“There is a lot of stuff wrong
with the athletics department,”
Hollowell said. “I’ve seen a lot of
dirty stuff going on, and I guarantee every one of my teammates I’ve
played with since I’ve been there
and every other athlete would back
me 100 percent.”
Hollowell mentioned Tyler Laser
losing his senior year as well, and
puts the blame on the athletic department (another case of back issues).

Hollowell says he is doing well
right now with options for next
year, with four schools courting
him.
“I don’t want to say any names
right now in case Burke and Spoon
got wind of one and didn’t want to
let me go there,” Hollowell said.
Hollowell said he never heard
from Burke the entire summer until
a few days ago upon hearing that he
would be transferring.
“That’s because she’s worried
about their APR and I would hurt
it if I left, like Alphonso McKinnie
and other players. She actually said
that’s why she doesn’t want me to
go,” Hollowell said.
Hollowell would prefer to go to
another university that plays in the
Ohio Valley Conference to play, creating matchups between his teammates, new and old, but not versus
Eastern itself.
“I am grateful for all the friends
and fans I have made at Eastern,
and I want to say that I have no
problems with anybody else or any
other departments,” Hollowell said.
“I want to give a special thanks to
David Kidwell, Sandy King, Rich
Moser, Dr. Nadler, President Perry
and Paul Sifer.”
Burke was not available for comment. She is out of her office until July 25.

Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

